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FACTORS INFLUENCING ECE QUALITY

• Teacher-child interactions

• Teacher qualifications

• Child: staff ratios

• Regular attendance

• Child centred curriculum with learning goals

• Parental involvement and attitudes 

• Resourced & supported learning environment
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OECD, 2012



EDUCATORS ARE THE HEART OF ECEC

Qualified educators have post secondary level training in early 

childhood development and pedagogy.  They are learning 

guides -- the coaches who encourage, make suggestions, 

and model communication and cooperation. They keep 

children safe while facilitating opportunities for them to 

explore and test their place in the world.  They are the 

researchers who help further the knowledge base about 

how children learn. 
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GRADE 3 TEST SCORES BY PRE-SCHOOL TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS (MEAN)







SCHOOL DELIVERY PRE-K ASSOCIATED WITH 

MORE EQUITABLE ACCESS

• Attendance rates in voluntary K/Pre-k  97- 99%.  (Akbari et al, 
2014). 

• Greater participation In Pre-k by children of new Canadians.(Ibid). 

• The majority of ECEC for  3–5 years and the majority of out of 
school programs are  delivered by schools. (Ibid). 

• 21% of children whose mother have high school or less attend 
regulated child care compared to 52% of those whose mother 
have graduate degrees (Akbari, et al, 2014). 

• In Quebec, low SES children are less likely to access low-cost 
child care than high SES children (McCain, et al, 2011). 

School-











FAMILY BENEFITS ASSOCIATED WITH FD PRE-K

• Parents reported improved social behaviours in children and  improved 

relationships with spouse.  (Janmohamed et al,  2014)

• Reduced household stress. (Pelletier, 2014)

• Increased parent involvement in school activities.  (Reynolds et al, 2014).

• Changes in families’ expectations: parents more likely to perceive their 

young children as learners and are more confident supporting children’s 

learning. (Janmohamed, 2014)

• Maternal labour force participation increased when youngest child entered 

FD Pre-K. (Akbari
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Educator Eligibility Age Duration Class size

AB Teacher or ECEs 

depending on 

provider

Selected: SES, 

special needs, 

ESL, gifted

2.5 years

(Sept 1)

475 

hours/yr

Varies

SK Teacher Selected: SES, 

special needs, ES

3 years

(Dec. 31)

12.5 

hrs/week

16 

MB Teachers or 

ECEs

SES community 4 years

(Dec. 31)

12.5 

hrs/week

15

ON Teachers + ECE Universal 4 years

(Dec. 31)

School 

day

26

QC Teachers SES community 4 years

(Dec. 31)

School 

day

18

NS ECEs (2) Universal (4 yrs) 4 years

(Dec. 31)

Primary

day

18

NT Teachers Universal 4 years

(Dec. 31)

School 

day

Varies

PRE- K JURISDICTIONS CANADA





Great BearLakeGreat SlaveLakeLakeWinnipegLakeWinnipegosisLakeAthabascaLakeSuperiorLakeHuronLakeMichiganLakeErieLakeOntarioLakeNipigon YUKONALBERTABRITISHCOLUMBIANORTHWEST TERRITORYBAFFINISLANDMANITOBAONTARIOSASKATCHEWANQUEBECNEWFOUNDLANDNEWFOUNDLANDNOVASCOTIANUNAVUTDEVONISLANDMELVILLESOMERSETPRINCE OFISLANDBANKSVICTORIAISLANDBeauton SeaDavisStraitPRINCEISLANDSOUTHHAMPTONISLANDPacific OceanVANCOUVERISLANDHudsonBayLabrador SeaNEWBRUNSWICKELLESMEREISLANDISLANDISLANDWALESISLANDBaffinBayCHARLESBaffinISLANDISLANDWALESISLANDSOMERSETISLANDLake
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Akbari

http://goo.gl/IMhG6j
https://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR553.html
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